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impossible to estimate even approximately the number of the
inhabitants of the Byzantine Empire.1

II. AGRICULTURE
The agricultural question presents itself under a double
aspect. The one, which one might call the legal aspect,
concerns the form of land tenure. The other is the economic
aspect, in other words, the nature and the conditions of
agricultural production. Of these two aspects the latter is
one of the most obscure; but even as to the first there is
much less information than is generally supposed.
On the strength of various imperial constitutions pro-
mulgated during a period of about ten centuries, it has
frequently been contended that landed property underwent
the following evolution. Concentrated at first in the hands
of great landowners in the early days of the Empire, the land
is seen, in the time of the Iconoclasts, to be divided between
the agriculturists and the peasant communities; later there
is a reversion to the earlier system of large estates. The
struggle for the protection of small holdings, which was
carried on vigorously from the days of Romanus I Leca-
penus to those of Basil II, finally ended in failure. This
summary is exact only in general outline; the dates of the
beginning and close of each of the periods are very uncertain
and neither form of ownership (great or small) ever pre-
vailed absolutely over the other. Thus, apart from the fact
that we do not know whether the Rural Law really dates
from the time of the Isaurians, it seems certain that great
landed estates continued to exist while this law, which con-
cerns only the small holdings, was still in force. And, on
the other hand, from the time of Justinian to the period of
the Palaeologi, small holdings seem never to have com-
pletely disappeared. Further, though we know why small
1 Formerly Professor Andre*ades had conjectured that under the Comneni the
population of the Empire may have numbered from 10 to 15 millions; later he
felt that it was safer to refrain from attempting any estimate. See his paper on
*La Population de 1'Empire byzantin', in Bulletin de FInstitut arMologique bulgare,
vol. ix (1935), pp. 117-26, which was read at the Byzantine Congress in Sofia
(September 1934).